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Welcome to St. Thomas!

You have in your hands the 2008 profile of St. Thomas Episcopal Church (St. Thomas) i
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The parishiondr$Sta Thomas have prepared this profile for the
express purpose of helping those who have
next step on their spiritual journey.

The profile was developed with two tools: First, a parish meeting dalledNF ORUMO h e
May 2008, and attended by more than 75 parishioners. Second, a questionnaire that
distributed to nearly 300 parishioners, including junior and senior high students. The
Discernment Team at St. Thomas was pleased to notice comemasdibetween the INFORUM
meeting and the questionnaire responses.

St. Thomas began its ministry fifty years ago (October 1958) at the Moore Farm (a chicke
hatchery). Since that time, the parish has been blessed and faithfully served by five clergy, ea
of whom brought their own skills and special talents. They helped lead us from an initiat family
sized congregation to its present size. In some ways we can be defined as agastbral
congregation, but in other ways a prograired congregation. Weok forward to discerning

Goddbés will in finding the priest He ha-s a
century.

The profile is contained on the enclosed
drawings, photographs andaghics describing the St. Thomas parish. We invite you to read and
learn about us, but most importantly, to pray with us and for us as we seek our new rector.
Sincerely,

Discernment Team

Jay Anderson Don Baldwin Suzanne Burger

Gary Davis Vickie Hilton Nelson ligen
Stephanie Lininger Pat Lorraine Lois Shadwell
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St. Thomas Overview




We are proudly celebrating our $Danniversa!

From its humble beginnings in a chicken hatchery to the present, St. Thomas l@as had
legacy of a caring communitgaching out to members of the congregation, the community and
to the world. Parishioners view tSThomas as place that is warm anfdiendly. It is a place
where people seek spiritual nourishment and growth and where lay ministry has a vibrant a
strong history.

Our Mission Statement

St. Thomas exists to bring people to Christ, to develop discgriddo multiply ministry through
loving fellowslp.




Our History- Major Dates and Events of the Parish

October 19, 1958 Rev. Edward L. Pielow celebrates the first Holy Communion at
theMoore Farm Hatchery, Eden Road.

June, 1959 Rev. Lawrence J. $ker is appointed VicaandSt. Thomas
receives statuas a missiorchurch.

June 11, 1961 The Fellowship Hall and Sunday School rooms were completed on
current property and dedicated.

May, 1963 St. Thomas receives full parish status and Reyles becomes
thefirst rectorof the parish

19661974 The Rev. Albert L. Clark becomes the rector of St. Thomas.

1966 present The Rev. Eugene G. Smith begins his tenure in assisting the
various priests of the parish.

October 18, 1969 The Sanctuary and parish offices were completed, the building and
facilities arededicated.

19751989 The Rev. David P. Thomas becomes the third rector of St. Thomas.

1985present The Rev. John Baldwin is ordained to the Diaconate and begins
saving at St. Thomas.

1987-present Mrs. Linda MacDougall is hired as the parish secretary.
19901997 The Rev. Gary Nicolosi becomes theifih rector of St. Thomas

1993 A third building expansion project begins adding a commercial
kitchen, litrary, classrooms, and a mygtiurpose room

19%-present Mildred Lorch is hired as Pastoral Minister.

19982008 The Rev. William Eberle is called to be the fifth rector
19992001 The Rev. Johnny Johnson is appointed Associate Rector.
Februaryl, 2001 St. Thomas is completely defoee.

20022004 The Rev. William Allport is appointed Assistant Rector.

2006- present The Rev. Jane Miron is ordained to the Diaconate and begins
serving at StThomas.




The Diocese of Central Pennsylvania

St. Thomas is one of the severdge parishes in the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania. Clergy
and members of St. Thomasvedeen active in the annual diocesan convention, various children
and youth ministries, the annual clergy retreat, ECW retreats, agdaprs offered through the
School of Christiarstudies. The Rt. Rev. Nathan Baxter is the Bishop for the diocese.

Staff and Support

The Professional Staff of the congregation and the community acts as spiritual companion
organizational and logisticupport, and sidéy-side leadership for the diligent and faithful
ministry of God in Jesus Christ done by the people in our faithful community.

The Professional staff includes p#irhe, paid employees as well as volunteer clergy and lay
members.

TheRev. John R. Baldwin, Honorary Assistant and Deacon

The Rev. Jane E. Miron, Deacon

The Rev. Eugene G. Smith, Honorary Assistant

Mrs. Mildred Lorch, Pastoral Minister

Mrs. Linda MacDougall, Parish Secretary

Dr. Maria Corley, Organist and Choir Director

Mr. Dale Brubaker, Financial Minister and Treasurer

Mr s . Kim Ol enderski, Children
Mrs. Lynn Brubaker, Childreno
Mr. Ken Moyer. Facilities Manager

Mr. Todd Gibson, YoutlBible Study Leader

0s Minister
s Minister




Demographicdrom the Parish Profile

In May 2008, a sumy for the Parish Profile was distributed to approximately 180 households.
Each member of the household over age 13 was asked to complete the survey. There were
respondents, 61 female and 44 male. Of the 110 respondents, 105 were over the age of 13
105 respondents reported being baptized. The following is a compilation of the data.

Confirmation
Confirmed Episcopalial 81 yes| 24 no Frequency of Attendance
Confirmed Other 29 yes | 47 no Weekly 63
3-4 times per month | 26
Age 1-2 times per month | 7
1318 5 6-11 times per year 5
19-29 3 Less than 6itnes a yeal 5
30-39 5
40-49 11 Financial Support of St. Thomas
22
61

50-59 Pledging Units 77
60 & Over Regular Giving 19
Give when Attending 9

Marital Status
Married | 80 Home Located

Single 10 Within ¥ mile of the church
Divorced | 8 Within 1 mile of the church
Widowed| 9 Within 5 miles of the churcl
More than 5 miles

Attended the Episcopal Church

Less than 2 year 0 Vocation

2-5 years 5 Unemployed

6-10 years 12 Skilled Worker
11-20 years 19 Retired

Over 20 years | 73 Student

Unskilled Worker
Attended St. Thomas Church Professional

Less than 2 year 2 Homemaker

2-5 years 9 White Collar Worker,
6-10 years 35 Other

11-20 years 23
Over 20 years | 36 Children at Home
None 65
Formal Education 1 child 4
High School 2 children| 8
High School + 2 year 3 children| 6
College Degree 4 children| 1
College Degree +







